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The Foundation and the University are deeply grateful to Margaret and Turner Branch for their 
generosity over many years. Margaret and Turner have financially supported the University in 
many ways -- including substantial donations to benefit athletics, the arts, and the law school, just 
to name a few. They have been Popejoy and athletic season ticket holders over several decades, 
and have sponsored countless recognition banquets for students and student-athletes. In 
recognition of their 2012 pledge of $1.5 million for the benefit of UNM athletics, the University 
named “Branch Field” in their honor.  
 
Recently, several individuals have submitted public records requests for copies of the naming 
rights agreement for Branch Field, as well as proof of payments related to that agreement. The 
Foundation takes seriously its legal, professional, and moral obligations to protect the confidential 
information of its donors, including the Branches. Margaret is thankful for the Foundation’s 
steadfast adherence to those obligations. However, given the frequency of requests for records 
related to the Branches’ pledge, and the undue and inaccurate publicity surrounding the 
Foundation’s efforts to honor its obligations to maintain donor confidentiality, Margaret has given 
the Foundation permission to release the naming rights agreement and related pledge payments.  
 
As reflected in Margaret’s letter of May 31, 2017, which is attached to the amended naming rights 
agreement, Margaret had some understandable concerns about the 2012 pledge. Moreover, due to 
Turner’s untimely death and related estate matters, some payments under the 2012 pledge were 
delayed. Given these and other circumstances, in 2017 Margaret and Interim President Abdallah 
worked together to craft an amended agreement to replace the original 2012 pledge. Under the 
amended agreement, Margaret agreed to donate $400,000 over four years, and the University 
agreed to retain the Branch Field name through 2018. Combined with payments made prior to 
2017, the amended naming rights agreement will result in a total donation from the Branches to 
UNM athletics of over $800,000.  
 
In times of tight budgets at all public universities, including the University of New Mexico, the 
generosity of community leaders like Margaret and Turner Branch is more important than ever. 
We hope that you will utilize the information attached in response to your public records request 
to celebrate their great work in support of the students, faculty, and programs of New Mexico’s 
flagship university.  


